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Those of us who have brushed shoulders with individuals seeking
asylum see the world a little differently. Besides a growing awareness
of global conflict and how political dynamics trickle down to forever
alter the lives of mothers, fathers, children, friends - we have come to
redefine the concept of home. For some of our global neighbors, home
as a place no longer exists. Too many categorize the migrant as a
discontented person, ungrateful for the lives they lead in the place they
were born; but the decision to leave that place, that home, is something
else entirely. For the asylum seeker, immigration is an act of survival,
and one that is accompanied by a depth of grief for the brokenness that
forced their fleeing, and a mourning of the sense of belonging they fear
they will never feel again. The work of DASH, then, becomes this: to
create safety and belonging for those who have escaped with their
lives. On the next page, you'll find that for my friend Mansoor, DASH
was more than a place of shelter and the provision of food. For
Mansoor, home is the people who see you, welcome you, and walk with
you. 

I am grateful for your part in making DASH a home for families
seeking asylum. 
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From the Executive Director

MISSION VISION: 
In response to the compassionate and
welcoming love of Jesus, DASH Network
exists to love people who are seeking
asylum by serving their physical and
relational needs.

To ensure that every individual seeking
asylum is met with Christ’s love as all
members of the DASH family are
equipped to thrive.

FAITH   |   COMPASSION   |   HOSPITALITY   |   EXCELLENCE   |   EMPOWERMENT

VALUES:

Executive Director
M U N A T S I  M A N Y A N D E



Meet Mansoor
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"I wish more people understood that seeking
asylum is not easy. Hopelessness prevails in
your mind, and the process is long and tiring.
You face a lot of trauma and stress. Life is just
not easy for the migrant. But we shouldn’t be
hopeless. I learned that there are people to
hold your hand when you need them. 

When I was in DASH, I was invited to give my
dedicated love to the whole DASH family. I
cooked my favorite Pakistani meals for family
dinners, and I will be back to cook again! They
provided shelter, food, and time to prepare
myself for the next move in life. There is love
and care in between every person connected
to DASH, no matter your role.

DASH gave me a family where I can meet
people with beautiful hearts - the donors,
volunteers, and everyone associated with
DASH. I felt that I belong to humanity."

2022 DASH Graduate
M A N S O O R  C H A U D H A R Y



Last 3 
Years
(2019 - 2021)
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Where are you from?
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The following graphs compare the regions from which DASH families
seek asylum, corresponding with global displacement trends. 

Middle East
3.2%

Asia 12.9%

Africa 32.3% 

Latine Countries 
51.6%

Europe 5.7%
Latine Countries

11.4%

Africa 42.8%

Middle East 2.8%

Caribbean Islands
37.3%

2021

2022



2022 PARTICIPANTS 

People seeking asylum are seeking safety. Oftentimes, 
the nature of the persecution they face is immediate,
dangerous and personal. Many of these families have been
personally targeted in their home countries due to religious
beliefs, violence from gangs, or because their profession
was deemed a threat to the political authority. Because of
this, asylum seekers flee their homes at a moment's notice,
approaching the U.S. border or immigration authorities to
claim asylum instead of planning their immigration journey
ahead of time, as many refugees do.

Our global neighbors
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34% 15%

of DASH residents 
are children aged 18

years or younger

of DASH residents speak
English at a C1 level or

better upon entering the
program

Many of the individuals

who came to DASH in

2022 served as medical

doctors, missionaries,

small business owners,

professors, beauticians,

chefs, and accountants

in their home countries.

They had no choice but

to start over in a foreign

country to survive.

81%

of DASH residents 
have stated they plan to

settle in North Texas 
long term 



DASH caseworkers oversee the
health and wellbeing of residents
while they recover from the stress of
immigration journeys. In 2022,
DASH facilitated or supported some
50 medical visits with residents.
DASH also identified two new local
health resource programs suitable
for families seeking asylum. 

Called to thrive

All adult non-English speaking
residents are enrolled in FWISD

English as a Second Language
courses, or attend DASH ESL classes.

This instructional support increases
language proficiency and multiplies

opportunities for gainful employment
once work permits are obtained. 

05

In 2022, 80% of residents were
referred to DASH from a local short
term shelter or other unstable living

conditions. Others came from
situations of homelessness or state-
run detention centers, where many

immigrants stay while awaiting 
court appointments. 

The DASH legal clinic supported 
11 residents in their asylum claim in
2022. Of those who file for asylum
while in DASH, 100% have access to
legal support through a paid, pro
bono, or pro se attorney (compared
to a less than 37% national average*
of asylum seekers). Access to legal
support increases their chances of
winning their case by 5-fold. 

In 2022, DASH residents spent 
an average of 9 months in the

program before they received a 
work permit. After getting a job, 

most residents spend 5 more 
months in the program to prepare

before graduating into independence. 
 

Families seeking asylum are called to much more than mere survival. DASH 
Network's organizational programs are intentional about equipping each 
person to find success and joy in making their home in the U.S. 

*The timeframe is different for every individual based
on the process of their asylum case.

*American Immigration Council, 2016 



serves families coming
from desperate situations
where there are often no
other options. Alongside
the relief work of housing
and food, we invest in the
talents and long-term
success of the people with
whom we are honored to
be in community. 

DASH Network

What you accomplished

People sponsored out of detention 

Residents graduated into independence

Residents housed & served this year

Residents housed & served in total 

Families that hosted a DASH resident

*includes children
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34

245

3

4

16

*indicates residents who entered the program in 2022

*total residents served since 2012

*some individuals are detained in a center until they have a sponsor 
who can prove they are able to support the asylum seeker during the 
process of their case 



Food program partners

Pantry volunteers 

Volunteer advocates 

1st Street Mission | Bethlehem Community Center | Vandervoort Dairy
Broadway Community Center | Christian Community Assistance
Tarrant Area Food Bank 

Grocery and pantry drop-offs 

Hours of ESL classes 

Around the table

07

168

27

6

45

170
*does not include the many hours spent with volunteer conversation 
partners for residents to practice outside of formal instruction 



Gathering together

Stand with DASH

Doxology Church hosted nearly 200 friends to learn about
the cultures of DASH residents at the 2022 Culture Night
event. Highlights included traditional dances from Russia
and Turkey, vocal performances in Portuguese and Binda,
and authentic dishes representing our friends from Ghana,
Ivory Coast, Cameroon, Burkina Faso, Cabinda, Eritrea,
Angola, DRC, Ossetia, India, Venezuela, El Salvador, Haiti,
Turkey, and Afghanistan. This is always a deeply powerful
event to showcase the cultural traditions of our brothers
and sisters from around the world! Tentative 2023 date is
mid-June. 

A powerful event that featured the stories of advocates from the
Texas-Mexico border, an immigration lawyer, and the story of a
woman seeking asylum who graduated from DASH. Some 450
friends gathered with us to consider what it means to labor for
the harvest alongside the sojourners in our communities. You
helped us raise over $100,000 to continue providing housing
and other necessary support for families seeking asylum! If you
missed this incredible event, you can watch the recording here. 
Tentative 2023 date is mid-September. 

Nearly 200 friends from across denominational lines and
countries gathered together at Christ Chapel for an evening
of worship. This is an incredible experience each year as
worship music from many different cultures is featured to
unite all peoples and all tongues in praise and fellowship.
Tentative 2023 date is early March. 
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International Night 
of Worship

Culture Night



Your partnership 

Financial Church Partners

121 Church
Antioch Church
Christ Chapel Fort Worth
Christ Chapel West
Doxology
FBC Arlington
Grace Bible Church
Heritage Church of Christ
Hulen Street Baptist
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Direct Resident Support & 
Services 58%

Leader Support & Training 8%

Community Awareness 4% Program Operations 24%

Administrative & Insurance 6%

Oct. 2021 - Sept. 2022
Budget Breakdown Lakeview Fellowship

Southside Church of Christ
The Church at the Cross Grapevine
The Hills
Trinity Bible Church
Trinity Presbyterian
Upper Valley Vineyard
Watermark Fort Worth

TOTAL REVENUE:

TOTAL SPEND:

$801,707

$486,004



Looking to the future
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GOAL: Improve resident culture and
program buy-in 

GOAL: Develop a professional development
plan with robust staffing strategies

GOAL: Develop a long-term plan to have a
DASH building operational in 36 months &
evaluate best next steps (see next page)

GOAL: Develop a plan to leverage
community resources and reimagine the
Thrive Program so that resident outcomes
are achieved

DASH Goals for 2023

Our prayer for the new year is to create more meaningful participation with
residents and build sustainable infrastructure for the long-term success of DASH
Network. Please join us in that prayer! 



A strategic location in Fort Worth will maximize resources and streamline DASH Network's 
holistic, family-oriented program

A flexible housing complex, comprised of multi-family units, will promote community and relationships
that build a foundation for the futures of migrating families 

Customized spaces will provide more flexibility and operational efficiency for ESL classes, gathering
areas, supply storage, and offices 

1 1

A permanent home

DASH Network provides housing solutions for asylum-seeking families by renting various apartment
homes around central Fort Worth. However, this approach is proving less manageable and less effective as
the organization grows. Challenges include increasing rent prices due to inflation, limited flexibility in
housing to accommodate families of different sizes, and an urgent need to expand capacity for a lengthy
waiting list.
 

The Challenge 

The Solution
The goal is to build a DASH-owned facility, debt-free, to ensure the most efficient use of resources and
contribute to a deeper sense of belonging and community for residents.

Make sure you stay in the loop for this project! 
Sign up for our online community here: 
*scroll down on the homepage, input your
information, and hit subscribe
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We are thankful for you.

Executive Director
M U N A T S I  M A N Y A N D E

Associate Executive Director
M I R A N D A  H O L L A N D

Board Member,  Special  Projects  
J O H N  H A L V E Y *

Case Worker
M E R R I L L  D O U G L A S S

Community Coordinator
C L A U D I A  G .

Legal  Coordinator
J E N N  S C H N I T Z I U S

Advocate Coordinator
J E N I F E R  H A L V E Y *

Move Coordinator
S A R A H  L O W R Y *

Food Program Coordinator
L Y N N E  M A D D O X *

Volunteer Coordinator
L O R A  W I N S L O W

Marketing Consultant
S H A R L Y N  F R A N C I S *

Marketing & Communicat ions
Coordinator

R A C H E L  P E O P L E S  

DASH Network's mission and impact would not be possible without every one of our staff,
volunteers, financial partners, and prayer warriors. Thank you for being a vital part of the 
DASH family!

And a special thanks to the team leaders (with asterisks by their names) for volunteering their time and expertise to the
growth and excellence of the DASH program. We would not be the organization we are without their investment. 



D A S H N E T W O R K . N E T


